














Dogs from Puppy Mill and Mississippi

Get Second Chance at SPCA

One might say that there are enough ani-
mals in our own backyard to rescue, re-
habilitate and love — why would we take
in animals from another state? Though we
normally don’t extend beyond Westchester
to assist homeless or abused dogs, cats and
horses — we have assisted several out-of-
state rescue groups in saving animals from
life-threatening situations or euthanasia.

Homeward Bound, a dog rescue group
begun by two Mississippi State Univer-
sity veterinary students, transports pup-
pies from shelters in the south, where
overpopulation leads to euthanasia of
perfectly healthy animals, to shelters
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in the north where the chance of adop-
tion is high. Since the SPCA has ac-
cepted Homeward Bound puppies and
dogs, there has been a 100% adoption
rate.

In June, rescuers asked the SPCA of
Westchester to help with several adult
dogs and puppies that were taken from
a puppy mill in Pennsylvania. These
animals have never known life beyond a
too-small cage. While the puppies were
less timid, the mother dogs suffered from
fear of mistreatment, inhumane confne-
ment and over-breeding. One of these
dogs, Dora, has won the hearts of staff
and volunteers alike. When she frst ar-
rived, Dora would not make eye contact
and was not motivated by food. Her thin
body spoke volumes about the abuse she
had suffered and the many litters she has
“produced” for her owners before the age
of two. Today, Dora visits the SPCA vol-
unteer cottage with warm greetings for
anyone around. The reward of watching
her regain her trust of humans is priceless.

If you are interested in adopting a com-
panion animal, please call the SPCA at
(914) 941-2896 or to look at dogs and cats
waiting for forever homes, please visit our
website, www.spca914.org, and click on
“See Our Animals.”

In January of 2008, the SPCA of Westchester and My Sister’s Place, a domestic violence agency in White Plains, began exploring a
partnership that would allow women to place their pets temporarily with SPCA-trained fosterers while they enter one of three local

shelters, where pets are not permitted.

The collaborative pet safety program was initiated due to the growing recognition that animals living in violent households are often
victims of abuse as well, and that women seeking refuge from such situations are unwilling to leave out of fear for their animal’s safety.
In addition, animals are frequently targeted by batterers who seek to manipulate their partners by threatening or carrying out violence

against a beloved cat or dog.

“More and more people consider their companion animals as part

Greeters Needed at Shelter

of the family. This was very evident during the evacuation of New
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, when victims of the storm refused
to go to evacuation centers that would not permit them to take their
cats or dogs,” said Shannon Laukhuf, Executive Director of the SPCA.
“This pet safety program will allow women who are facing the life-
changing decision of entering a shelter program, the opportunity to rest
assured that their animals are being looked after by caring, responsible
people.”

For more information on this partnership, please contact Robin Meng
at 914-941-2896, ext19.

The SPCA is in need of greeters, volunteers who assist
visitors considering adopting an animal. They also identify
and interact with those who come to the shelter to drop
off donations or bring an animal in for medical assistance.
In addition, greeters may assist clinic staff during public
Wellness Day on Thursdays. Greeters are a very impor-
tant part of the SPCA, often the first person a visitor may
have contact with at our organization. If you'd like to help
out, please call our Volunteer Coordinator, Alice Shana-
han at 914-941-2896 x 28.



